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Shiva, the Lord of Sleep 

the Hermaphrodite 

From The Myths and Gods of India by Alain Danielou p. 203 

 

The neutral uncreated substratum first divides itself into substance and 

energy, into a male and female principle.  When these unite again, a spark 

appears which is lust, the source of the flow of life.   

It is this lust which is the apparent origin of manifestation.  The division into a 

male and female constituent represents an attempt to explain the 

reappearance of the spark of lust out of the neutral substratum. 

The union of Shiva and Shakti is their basic reality. This is symbolized in the 

Hermaphrodite (Ardhanarisvara) half-male, half-female, whose nature is pure 

lust. 

When existence and consciousness unite, their union is pleasure and in this 

pleasure lies their purpose.  The separate existence is but an appearance. 

The symbol of the Hermaphrodite is equivalent to that of the linga and yoni. 

From the point of view of cosmology, the power of deliberation (vimarsa) and 

the power of expression (prakasa) first manifest themselves respectively in the 

determinant of space, the point-limit (bindu) from which manifestation begins, 

and the determinant of time, the primordial-vibration (nada).  Space is 

represented as female, time is male.  Their union in the Hermaphrodite is 

known as Lust (Kama). 

The male principle is also represented as Fire, the devourer, while the female 

principle is Soma, the devoured offering.  The Hermaphrodite is then the 

embodiment of the cosmic sacrifice, the image of the universe. 

Shiva can unite only with himself, for perfect beauty can see only itself 

reflected in itself.  No other mirror would reflect perfection.   Hence divinity is 

by its own beauty bewildered.  The spark of life appears which is born when 

Shiva and his power, Sakti, become one, and from the emotion of love springs 

forth the universe. 
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He divided his body into halves; one was male, the other female. The male in 

that female procreates the universe. 

 

 


